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Shades of purple and red highlight his
swollen eves, giving him a
]usbbeeu pummeled look, and his demeanor
is that of the heavily medicated. But this
41-year-old funnyman, celebrating a 20-year
run on the Strip impersonating comedian
Joan Rivers, can't help but crack wise about
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Entertainer
Frank
Marino
stands in his
doctor's
office ane
day after
undergoing
cosmetic
surgery on
his neck and
eyes.

ressed in a blue jogging suit with his face and
head wrapped in layers of gauze, Frank
Marino sits on the edge of an exam table in his
doctor’s office, looking more like a boxer on
the losing end of 12 rounds than the king of Las Vegas
drag queens.

in Las Vegas, nothing new to him but more
drastic than anything he has had done in the
past, which includes “a nose job, chin and
cheek implants, eye-lift, laser peel under the
eyes, liposuction, and routine injections of
botox, Restalin and collagen.” H
He planned on having a little nip and tuck

recent plastic surgery in
early December. Marino
has kept his look fresh
and up to date during 20
years of performing as the
comedian. The real Rivers

his situation:

“Usually I keep my audiences in stitches.
Now I'm the one in stitches, literally,” he
says, just getting warmed up.

"My motto is no pain, no gain; I'm keeping
up with the Joneses. I'd rather get out of an

later this year, but an opportunity arose that
he just couldn't pass up. His doctor,
board-certified plastic surgeon Goesel
Anson, was asked to appear on the
Discovery Health Channel's “Plastic
Surgery: Before and After,” scheduled to air

is pictured at right.
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an old face.”
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old car with a new face than a new car with

Marino underwent plastic surgery Dec. 8

in March. She needed a youngish patient,
"
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someone with a hook, as it
were, and thought of Marino
immediately. The show
wanted another hook, so they
invited him to have a face-lift
along with his mother, Mary
Mastrangelo, 58.

“They liked the idea of a
celebrity and his mother doing
the surgery together,” Marino
says.

Now, the day after his
miniface-lift, Marino is back
for a recheck.

“I'm going to admit, surgery
is addicting,” he says. “It
makes me feel better
internally.”

Not that he needed major
waork, he says, but Marino did
want to do something special
for the premiere of “Miss

ity: Armed and
Fabulous,” starring Sandra
Bullock and !‘eaiurhg Marino
as himself. The premicre is
scheduled for March in Las
Vegas,

Marino adds he also wants
to stay ahead of the natural
aging process; jowls on a drag
queen are a little distracting.
And he's more than happy to
talk about it and allow a

to take

Dr. mmammmmummuu
Vegas, checks Frank Marino’s surgical wounds the day after

but not of the really gory
stuff.

“Alot of people have plastic

mmh:deixbutl

story, bring a new level of
acceptance (o cosmetic
procedures.

The doctor, petite with a
head of dark curls, comes in
and takes a look at her five
hours® worth of handiwork: in
layman's terms, a neck-lift —,
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with lip to define the

The final results won't be for me.” is any shortage of such
known for another six months, Marino gets physical in his opportunities. In February,
she tells him, and he will show, “An Evening at La he's scheduled to receive the
experience more bruising and Cage,” in the Riviera, second star in the Las Vegas
tin the ing costumes 17 times Walk of Stars, following
days. Overall though, Ansonis  and delivering a stand-up Wayne Newton.
pleased with the results. routine that requires The honor may have come
“Now that it's over the good  exaggerated facial at just the right time in his
part will come,” Marino says expressions and lots of career; though Marino knows
allhecndo(hucheckup“l movement. he will be with the show
don't want to look 21, I want to “I think the 2005, he doesn’t know
look good for my age.” exertion will help me heal what he will be doing after
Fast forward three weeks, quicker,” he says, putting a that, other than building a new
to Dec. 29, on the day of positive spin on the upcoming  home in the valley.
Marino's first show after the “I'm looking : |
surgery. He's had just eoough  forward to practic A i o 20th o it
| lor
e e ﬂnbrd%sbn:rade mymhflﬂybl;?k.ﬂlagﬂw 100 percent of this year to
for another few weeks. concern proves Wwarking on the Strip. Then 1
“My eyes are all puffy, unfounded; Marino takes to m%mmzlﬁu
cars are numb for at least the stage like he hasn'tbeen ™ hoping this year takes me
e I Iy Susaks S NONA ey, VDG entertainment. 1 don't know if
jawline — and eye-lift. Marino ~ feeltight and I cant even feel  to numb ears and T New York
proclaims his affection for my neck,” he says, comparing  together the perfect look with 1" BOing to go o New
Anson, joking she has inspired  the lack of sensation toa his wigs, makeup and e .?f o
him to become a plastic Novocaine-induced numt Thedayafter,he  [Ovies” hesays " don't
surgeon. His main concern isn't the sounds clearer, more mmmmmwmd
“I love that it's a woman after-effects of the surgery, energetic. start doing movies as
doctor because they pay more  though. It's a raging cold he With all of the Ll
attention in school,” he saysto  caught flying home from his entertainment options Marino says, when it comes
areporter, then turns to annual vacation, a trip to available on the Strip, Marino  t0 doing drag, he'll know when
Anson, Disney World. sees the surgery as just one it’s time to retire.
"D&l ;ogukm*do 3 b;:ll'v:el terrible. I'm nervous way to keep his act, and *“As long as I can put ;2;3""
“Yes, y do. You see about going onstage with such himself, fresh and back together and look

:;I; hruhlfing here, this isn't
she says, gesturing to
the coloring around his eyes.

a severe cold,” he says. “I'm
#onna be a makeup artist
tonight. Today will be a test

competitive. It's also a great
opportunity for a little
self-promotion. Not that there

as a woman, I'll do it,” he says.
“I won't go onstage and
embarrass myself.”



